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MARY ANN LEE DONATION WILL BUILD NEW GYMNASIUM

FOR MIRIAM FOUNDATION PROGRAMS

Organization serves St. Louis-area children with multiple learning disabilities

St. Louis – February 4, 2010 – By the spring of 2011, the children of Miriam School and the Miriam Learning Center will enjoy access to improved physical fitness activities thanks in large part to a donation by Mary Ann Lee.

Mrs. Lee, a St. Louis philanthropist and Miriam Foundation Advisory Committee member, has presented the Miriam Foundation with a significant donation that will further the construction of this $2 million facility.
“Mary Ann Lee’s commitment to the students at Miriam is priceless,” said Miriam Foundation President Anne Tolan. “It was clear from her first visit to Miriam School that she understands the importance of the work that we do here for children struggling with complex learning disabilities. We are thrilled and excited that she wants to help and deeply grateful for her generosity.” 

“This facility will provide much needed recreational space for the children we serve both at the school and through the learning center,” said Andrew Thorp, executive director of the Miriam Foundation. 
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Gym Donation

Add one:
Groundbreaking will take place this spring with completion of the gymnasium in early 2011. The foundation is continuing to raise funds that will be needed as the project progresses.

The building, which is being designed by the architectural firm of Hastings and Chivetta, will be called the Mary Ann Lee Gymnasium.

“Hastings & Chivetta Architects is pleased to be a partner with Miriam Foundation,” said Christopher Chivetta, president.  “We are committed to strengthening the education, health and community gathering space for the students and their families through the new gymnasium project.  This project will greatly enhance the campus for years to come.”

The new building will offer approximately 7,600 square feet of recreational and support space. It will connect to the north side of Miriam School and will have a separate entrance for event access. Designed to complement the existing school building, the gym will include ample windows that will admit natural light, and it will be acoustically treated to address the special needs of the Miriam student population. Bleachers will allow spectators to watch events on the multipurpose 74’ x 42’ court.
The Miriam Foundation improves the quality of life for children with learning disabilities and their families through innovative and comprehensive programs. This is the centennial year for the Miriam Foundation. Programs will be held throughout 2010 to celebrate this milestone, culminating in the centennial gala on September 25, 2010.
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Second and final add:

Miriam School is an innovative educational institution that educates children Pre-K through 8th grade with multiple learning disabilities, attention deficits, speech/language, sensory and/or fine/gross motor delays, allowing students to meet their full learning potential. The Miriam Learning Center offers comprehensive resources for children with average to above average cognitive ability who exhibit a wide range of learning difficulties. 
Miriam School and the Miriam Learning Center are located at 501 Bacon Ave. in Webster Groves, MO.  More information is available at www.miriamfoundation.org. 
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(MEDIA NOTE:  For images from the gymnasium announcement or additional information, please contact Insight Marketing & Communications, LLC at Insight@Insightrocks.com or 314-962-6400.  Renderings of the gym also are available at:  www.miriamfoundation.org/content/pressroom.html)
