
in the Foundation’s pooled 
investments and will be 
designated as a Permanently 
Restricted Scholarship Fund. 
The income generated from 
the gift’s principal will be 
used toward a scholarship for 
one student each year. 

Anyone who is interested in 
making a donation to start 
their own NSF is welcome to 
contact Andy Thorp at the 
Foundation office. 

The Miriam Foundation is 
pleased to announce that it 
has recently received two 
generous donations for the 
Named Scholarship Fund 
(NSF). Lucy Lopata has made 
a donation to create The Lucy 
Lopata Scholarship, and the 
Mildred, Herbert and Julian 
Simon Foundation has made a 
donation in honor of Lucy’s 
service to Miriam. 

The NSF was created to serve 
as a perpetual honor or 

memorial.  It provides a 
meaningful way for donors to 
help financially needy 
s t udent s  t h rough  t he 
scholarship program.  The NSF 
allows donors to personalize 
their large contributions and 
hono r o r memori al ize 
someone. 

Individual Named Scholarships 
are established with minimum 
contributions of $25,000 to 
The Miriam Foundation. The 
contribution will be invested 

Named Scholarship Fund Established 
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50 Year Members Honored at Luncheon 
Miriam’s Annual Fall Luncheon 
was held Tuesday, October 31, 
2006 at Bellerive Country 
Club. Approximately 60 
members and guests enjoyed 
lunch and a program of 
mus i c a l  ent e rt a i nm ent 
provided by Rosemary Watts‐ 
Dreyer, a cast member of 
Menopause The Musical, and 
her pianist/husband Joe 
Dreyer. 

Executive Director, Andrew 
Thorp and President, Anne 
Tolan updated attendees on 
Miriam’s various achievements 
and 50 year members were 
honored. 

Centerpieces consisted of 
floral  arrangements by 
Nettie’s Flowers surrounded by 
poems and construction paper 
leaves created by students at 
The Miriam School. 

A Publication of The Miriam Foundation 

Dorothy Meyerson (center) was honored at the luncheon for 50 
years of dedication to Miriam.  Anne Tolan (right) presents her with 
a certificate. Dorothy’s daughter, Judy Gorin (left) has been a 
member since 1985. 

50 Year Members not pictured: Betty Grossman, Minnie Mankofsky, 
Geraldine Schiller, Sylvia Stern, and Marian Wisnev



P a g e 2 A Message From the President 
When those of us in the 
non‐profit world talk 
about a legacy, we 
usually are referring to 
estate gifts and planned 
giving. Without a doubt, 
legacy giving has been 
crucial to the long‐term 
success and reach of our 
Miriam mission. We are 
indebted to those 
generous and far‐sighted 
individuals who have 
remembered Miriam in 
their wills and ask those 
of you who have not yet 
made that commitment 
to consider some easy 
options. Andy or I can 
answer your questions 
about tax advantages 
and choices for creating 

your own legacy. 

But there are other 
“legacies” that also 
define Miriam: hope, 
community, confidence, 
caring. Our Miriam 
Cancer Services program 
has a legacy of inspiring 
hope and health to the 
individuals we serve. The 
legacy of The Miriam 
School is daily reflected 
in those who find success 
in their children’s 
accomplishments and 
growth. 

I had a powerful 
reminder of this last 
week when I took my 
son, age 17, to a friend’s 
birthday party. We were 

Board of Directors 
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so happy to see Miriam 
friends from years ago. 
The Miriam “alumni” 
were so kind to each 
other, so glad to see one 
other again. As the young 
people played and the 
parents visited, it was 
clear that this was 
another powerful Miriam 
legacy. These were the 
families who had entered 
The Miriam School in 
some distress; and who 
now have bright hopes 
for the future. 

It is a legacy for which I 
will always be grateful 
and one of which I am so 
proud to be a part. 
Happy New Year. 

Introducing New Board Members 

From left to right: 
Sandy Washington is the 
Senior Vice President and 
Group Manager, Central/ 
North Group at Commerce 
Bank. She lives in 
Ki rkwood with her 
husband David and their 
two children, Geoffrey, 13 
and Amanda, 11. Sandy 
decided to serve on the 
Miriam Board to broaden 
h e r  c o m m u n i t y 

involvement, and she 
hopes to add value to the 
Foundation through her 
financial knowledge. 

Roger Beaman is a 
Financial Consultant and 
Trust Specialist with A.G. 
Edwards & Sons, Inc. and 
has over 35 years 
experience in financial 
planning. He and his wife 
Margaret have two 

children, David and Janet, 
and four grandchildren. 
Roger joined the Miriam 
Board because he liked 
the mission, and he hopes 
to focus on the areas of 
i n v e s t m e n t  a n d 
development. 

Gretchen Davis devotes 
her time to volunteerism 
and community service. 
She has served on 
numerous boards at the 
local, state, and national 
levels. She has been 
married to her college 
sweetheart for 35 years 
and they have two sons, 
Greg and Grant who is a 
former Miriam student. 
Gretchen joined the 
Miriam Board because she 
was impressed with the 
job the Foundation is 
doing, and she hopes to 
raise the profile of Miriam 
in the community.
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As we look forward to the Spring 2007 50 th Birthday 
Celebration of The Miriam School, it is truly a time to 
take pride in the rich history and the extraordinary 
accomplishments of The Miriam Foundation and School. 

F r o m  F a i l u r e  t o  S u c c e s s 
Children who come to The Miriam School have often 
experienced academic and social failure. They are very 
reluctant to try to meet new challenges, as they do not 
view themselves as successful. In our small, nurturing 
environment, they are taught by caring and capable 
faculty who know how to reach children who have 
complicated learning needs. Over time, our students gain 
the skills, strategies and confidence to succeed not only 
at Miriam, but in future educational environments. 

U n i q u e  S c h o o l  i n  S t .  L o u i s 
We are the only independent non‐profit school in the St. 
Louis area that provides special education services 
integrated with speech/language and occupational 
therapies. Evolving over the decades from the small 
elementary school of 50 years ago, our current program 
helps 96 Pre‐K through 8 th grade students. Challenged 
with complex learning, attention, sensory‐motor, speech 
and language disabilities, our students learn through a 
variety of cutting‐edge programs, including computer 
and assistive technology. The Miriam School is proud to 
be accredited by The Independent Schools Association of 
the Central States (ISACS) and The North Central 
Association (NCA), and we are approved by the Missouri 
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. 

M i d d l e  S c h o o l  A d d e d 
The Miriam School experienced particularly strong 
growth in the last decade. Our enrollment gradually 
expanded to reach our current total of 96 students. 
Simultaneously, we began the creation of a more 
sophisticated and challenging academic curriculum. 
During the 2002—2003 school year, we expanded our 
program through 8 th grade, so that our students could 
continue to benefit from our small nurturing environment 
through the often difficult middle school years. Each 
year, since the creation of this program, our eighth 
grade graduating class increases in number: from five in 
‘02—‘03 to twelve this academic year! 

M o v i n g  o n  f r o m  M i r i a m 
When students leave our school, we know they are 
prepared with the tools and confidence needed to give 
them their best chance of success in their next school 
setting. At Miriam, they have learned to compensate for 
their disabilities and they have learned the self‐ 
knowledge that will help them advocate for themselves. 
Our students enter into many local public and 
independent high schools, including Ladue High School, 
Webster Groves High School, and John F. Kennedy High 
School. We also have former students who have attended 

Washington University, Webster University, St. Louis 
Community College, and many more post‐secondary 
institutions, particularly as colleges and universities have 
become accustomed to accommodating students who learn 
differently. 

“ W h a t  M i r i a m  M e a n s  t o  M e ” 
A Student’s  Story  by  Brendan  Miche l 
I woke up one fine summer morning expecting a normal day 
of watching TV, playing with my friends, and doing 
absolutely nothing productive, when my mom stated that I 
would be going to visit The Miriam School. That made me 
upset because I already had plans to goof around. When I 
arrived, the school faculty was very welcoming, the visit 
went pretty well, and I decided to go to The Miriam School. 
I went for a before‐school orientation visit and I met my 
future teacher, Mrs. Cognata. She is one of the best 
teachers I have ever had the pleasure to know, and I was 
very happy in her class…So, basically, “What Miriam Means 
to Me” is everything. It is flawless in my opinion. So there 
you have it folks – the answer to the big question is— 
EVERYTHING. 

Brendan was a middle school student at The Miriam School 
from 2003—2006. In August 2006, he enrolled at Webster 
Groves High School and in November 2006, based on his 
academic and leadership performance, he was selected as 
the Webster Groves High School Student of the Week. 

M i r i a m  M e m b e r  S u p p o r t  i s  C r u c i a l 
Since its inception, The Miriam School has been supported 
by the active volunteerism and generous contributions of 
the members of The Miriam Foundation. The Miriam 
Foundation, close to celebrating its one hundred year 
anniversary, raises funds to ensure the excellence of our 
state‐of‐the‐art educational facility and program. The 
Miriam Foundation also supports our scholarship program 
that provides significant financial assistance to sixty 
percent of our families. This assistance is crucial to our 
goal of serving children from all socio‐economic 
backgrounds. 

L o o k i n g  F o r w a r d 
The news media is full of information surrounding the 
explosion of children identified with learning problems. 
Many of these children, some diagnosed with autism 
spectrum disorders, find success elusive in the public 
school system. The need for quality and effective 
instruction and therapy is well documented and The Miriam 
School has a proven record of success. As Miriam looks to 
the future, we hope to broaden our reach to offer our 
expertise to families and children beyond our own school 
community. Support from our own Miriam community as 
well as the greater St. Louis community will be crucial to 
maintain our high quality programming, our substantial 
tuition assistance program, and our future plans to meet 
the needs of our community.
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Annual Scholarship Campaign 
Donors as of December 8, 2006 
$20,000+ 
Anonymous 

$5,000­$19,999 
The Gall Family (The Jeffrey Scott Gall 
Memorial Scholarship Tribute Fund) 
Dr. Ira & Judith Gall 
Mindee & Thomas Gall 
Carol Gall 
James Woods Foundation 

$1,000­$4,999 
Roger L. Beaman 
Jacquette Bergmann 
Dr. Gene & Gretchen Davis 
Rick & Michelle Dyer 
Linda & Donald Estell 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Friedman 
HOK, Inc. 
Lawrence & Hannah Langsam 
Bert & Louis Melchior 
Millstone Foundation 
Barbara & Arthur Silver 
Ruth & Alvin Siteman 
Anne & Joe Tolan 
Andrew & Lisa Thorp 
Karey L. Witty 
Carolyn Zacarian & David Poldoian 
Judy & Gerry Zafft 

$500­$999 
Bland Family Foundation 
Ron & Kathy Hartmann 
Marie A. Kaufman 
Ann & Donald Kornblet 
Colleen Millstone 
Ridenour Plastic Surgery 
Fred & Karen Wolff 
Joseph Zapf 

$250­$499 
Stan & Ann M. Abrams 
Jean Agatstein 
Gladys Barker 
Bob & Lee Ann Clement 
DeVan Sealants, Inc. 
Carol Gall 
Joan Holland & Dan McCluskey 
Nancy F. Kalishman 
Ellen L. Livingston 
Emily Ullman 
Helen Unterberger 
James & Vicky Zimmerman 
Judith Zimmerman 

$100­$249 
Anonymous ­ 3 
Mrs. Ben Adler 
Linda Adler 
Mary Aspedon 
Mr. & Mrs. William Bialczak 
Ruth Bialson 
June R. Bierman 
Edith F. Binder 
Rudy & Rochelle Bossert 
Charlotte Brodsky 
Zelda & Ronald Brown 
Mindy Catalana 
Gloria Chaitman 
Ginger & James Cleland 
Jane Colt 
Mary Jo Conley 
Timothy & Araceli Ekren 
Bertha Feist 
Britt Garlock 
Beth & Tim Gartin 
William & Joan Geissler 
Josh & Mitzi Glaser 
Susan Graber­Kadel 
Michael & Linda Grzyb 
R.F. Hawkins 
Mr. & Mrs. M. Myron Hochman 
The Horizons Foundation 
Darryl Howard & Judy Johaningmeyer 
Bill & Carey Keller 
Lisa & Richard Kramer 
John & Fran Lang 
Jim & Diann Lutz 
Lux Family Foundation 
Alan & Silvia Mayer 
Terry Meade & Darryl Talley 
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Meissner 
Linda Mercer 
Susan & John Murphy 
Dr. & Mrs. Philip Needleman 
Psychological Associates, Inc. 
Kevin & Cindy Rice 
Patti Rooney 
JoEllen & Leonard Rubenstein 
Michael Rubin & Jacquelyn Levin 
Judy Ruhland 
Ronald Saks 
In Honor of Sasha Schmittgens 
Judy & Greg Schmittgens 
Joan Sessel 
Frank & Bessie Spielberg Foundation 
Gloria & Sanford Spitzer 
Suda & Stephanie Suvarna 
Julie Tietjens 
Dr. & Mrs. Mohammad Vakassi 
Kevin & Lori Vogt 
Sandy Washington 
Nancy & Steve Weinreich 
Sylvia Weinstein 
Kay & Jane Wilson 

Students Ryan Fowle and 
Samiyah Blake ice cookies 

at the Halloween party. 
This was one of several 

activities students 
participated in that day. 

Be part of our 
50th Anniversary 

Giving Circle 

Gifts of $1,000 or 
more will receive 

permanent 
recognition in 

the school. 

Student Sarah Winkler 
creates leaves for 

the  centerpieces at 
the Fall Luncheon. 

Students decorated the 
leaves with fall themed 

haiku and glitter.
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Dear Miriam Foundation 
Members, 

Thank you so much for including 
Miriam parents in your annual 
luncheon. It was wonderful to 
visit with other parents and to 
enjoy a lovely meal that 
someone else prepared! I was so 
glad for the opportunity to meet 
some of you and briefly express 
my gratitude for all that you do 
to make Miriam School such a 
success. As I was driving home I 
realized that our paths do not 
cross very often and yet we are 
intimately connected without 
knowing each other personally. 
That is why I want to take a 
moment to share my gratitude 
with all of you. 

I want each of you to know that 
whatever role you play, 
activities you are involved in, 
time spent in support or funding 

you so generously give, is 
appreciated beyond measure. All 
that you do translates into a 
school, actually a second home, 
for our children. Most of us have 
b ee n  t h ro ug h  d i f f i c u l t 
experiences in our families and 
in our school experiences before 
we found Miriam School. I 
remember the first week my son 
John started school I was 
nervous for him and for me. Was 
this the right decision? How will 
he function in the classroom? 
The all important question, will 
he make friends? It was clear to 
us after the first couple of 
weeks that John’s anxiety went 
way down, he was laughing 
again and his confidence was 
returning. These are priceless 
gifts. The staff is the most 
knowledgeable and loving group 
of people I have ever seen. The 
teachers’ compassion and level 

of excellence give our kids the 
support and tools they need to 
succeed in daily life. 

All the Miriam Foundation 
members are part of the beauty 
of this school. You are giving of 
yourselves and your spirits. It’s 
your energy and love that wraps 
its arms around the school 
everyday.  I  now truly 
understand the partnership we 
share and will do all that I can 
to be a voice for our school. 
You have many years of history 
but the place you hold in my 
heart is the legacy of my son 
John and the wonderful man he 
will become all because he had 
the opportunity to attend the 
Miriam School. 

Thank you, 
Jean and Joe Deasy 

“You are 
giving of 
yourselves 
and your 
spirits. It’s 
your energy 
and love 
that wraps 
its arms 
around the 
school 
everyday.” 

Scholarship Campaign Donors Continued 
$1­$99 
Anonymous ­ 7 
Abitibi­Consolidated Corp. 
James & Janice Akridge 
Frank & Ilse Altman 
Katherine Altvater 
Sara Barnes 
Morton & Norma Baron 
Leslie Becker 
Debbie Blackwell & Stephen Spann 
Mary Bless 
M. Boyd 
Jamie Chamness 
Jim & Janet Cheverud 
Mary Cognata 
Elizabeth Dennison 
Melissa Eggleston 
Patricia Ernst­Woo 
Cindy & Steve Frank 
Shirley Fredlich 
Kathleen & Sidney Freund 
Judith S. Glik 
Lois & Bud Goldberg 
Marian Goldman 
Steve & Judy Gorin 
Susie Grunik 
Mrs. Ralph A. Herzmark 
Irene & James Hirschfield 

$1­$99, Continued 
Lester Hunstein 
Lorece James 
Beth Kades 
Ruth Kamenetzky 
Drew & Joni Karandjeff 
Alma W. Karpf 
Kevin Kays 
Eileen Keck 
Andrea Kertz 
Lori Lamb 
Debra Lawler 
Babs Levin 
Priscilla Likos 
Cindy McFarland 
Wilma Megahan 
Dorothy & Charles Meyerson 
Suzanne & Chuck Michel 
John & Ann Moeller 
Gloria Morrow 
Mrs. Nancy Movshin 
Miriam Pessin 
Dr. Kathie Pontikes 
Shirley Porterfield 
Gwyn Preston 
Irene Rifkind 
Michael & Donna Roach 
Julie Rosenfeld 

$1­$99, Continued 
Grace Sanders 
Barbara Sarbach 
Michael & Susan Schultz 
Morvie Schrader 
Esther G. Schweich 
Bert & Elizabeth Schweizer 
Katie Schweizer 
Jeff & Celeste Scott 
Arthur & Noma Simon 
Jackie Smith 
Linda & Dan Smith 
Nancy Smith 
Eileen Solin 
Florine Sorkin 
Rich & Kristi Steward 
Erwin Taryle 
Patti Teper 
Gloria & Bill Thomas 
Mrs. Bart Toennies 
Dale & Kim Von Hoffman 
Bob & Tina Wajda 
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Wielansky 
Denise Weinrich 
Abbie Wiesehan 
Nina Wolff 
Elaine Zigler 
Lotte Zinner
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In Memory of 
WILLIAM BEHAN 
*Ira & Judy Gall (JG) 

BETH BRONSON 
*Mindee, Tom & Melissa Gall (CS) 

MARION CORDES 
Beverly Milius (CS) 

MR. & MRS. HARVEY FENSTER’S 
DAUGHTER RANDEE SUE 
Mickey & Walter Gelber (CS) 

SALLY FISCHBEIN 
*Barbara & Art Silver (MS) 

CHARLIE GLIK 
*Tom, Mindee & Melissa Gall (MS) 

CARLEEN HILKE 
Carol Gall & Family (JG) 
*Ira & Judy Gall (JG) 

ROGER KATZ 
*Ira & Judy Gall (JG) 
Bernice “Sis” Mange (MS) 
*Jerome Nuell (MS) 

ANN KRAMER 
Martin & Jeanne Stolar (CS) 

ALLAN LANDER 
Barbara & Art Silver (MS) 

KATHERINE MARTIN 
Beverly Milius (CS) 

GUS PANU 
Barbara Silver (MS) 

JOANN STEINBAUM 
*Mindee, Tom & Melissa Gall (CS) 

DOROTHY STEINMAN 
Rosalie Reiter (MS) 

LOUIS SORKIN 
Marilyn & Arnold Goldman (CS) 

BABS TUCKER 
*Sidney & Kathleen Freund (SF) 
*Jerome Nuell (TW) 
*Leo Sachar (CS) 
Juanita & Aubrey Yawitz (MS) 

STANLEY YOUNG 
Mary Cognata (AG) 
*Marcia & Warren Goldberg (AG) 
Marian Goldman (AG) 
Lester Hunstein (AG) 
Marie Kamenetzky (AG) 
*Kevin Kays (AG) 
*Wilma Megahan (AG) 
Dale & Gwyn Preston (AG) 
Frances Siegel (AG) 

LOUIS & JANICE WASHAUER 
Doris Dardick (MS) 
*Sam Heyman (MS) 
Dorothy & Charles Meyerson (MS) 
*Jerome Nuell (TW) 
Rosalie Reiter (MS) 
*Barbara & Art Silver (MS) 

MAXINE UKMAN 
*Mindee, Tom & Melissa Gall (CS) 

In Honor of 
SUE BENKERT 
70 th Birthday 
Sandy Fox (MS) 

JONATHAN BEST 
Honor 
Sis Mange (MS) 

SIDNEY FREUND 
95 th Birthday 
Bernice “Sis” Mange (MS) 
Juanita Yawitz (MS) 

MR. & MRS. RICHARD FRIEDMAN’S 
GRANDSON ISAAC 
Honor 
Gladys Barker (SF) 

BILL KAPLAN 
Special Birthday 
*Barbara & Arthur Silver (MS) 

LEE LAWLESS, JR. 
Honor 
*Barb & Arthur Silver (MS) 

JOE MAHAR 
College Graduation 
*Sue & Jerry Tessler (MS) 

SIS MANGE 
Grandson’s Wedding 
Gladys Barker (SF) 

SIS MANGE 
Birthday 
*Ron & Kathy Hartmann (CS) 

SHERRI MANKOFSKY 
Bat Mitzvah 
Bettye Rosen (MS) 

LESLIE & EDYCE PERLMUTTER 
Honor 
*Leo & Dorris Guenzburger (MS) 

THOMAS PHILIPSBORN 
Special Birthday 
*Barbara & Arthur Silver (MS) 

SHIRLEY SCHERMER 
Special Birthday 
Barbara & Arthur Silver (MS) 

Funding Key: Miriam School Tribute Fund (MS), Miriam Cancer Services (CS), General Operating Fund (MT), 
Jeffrey Scott Gall Memorial Scholarship Tribute Fund (JG), Tesse B. Werner Music Fund (TW), 
Stella M. Freund Educational Equipment Fund (SF), Sidney Goldenberg, M.D. Technology Fund (SG) 
Annual Giving/Scholarship Campaign (AG) 

Tribute funds provide a continuous source of revenue to The Miriam Foundation’s philanthropic projects. 
A gift of $10 or more will support the program of your choice. 
Gifts of $25 or more are denoted by an asterisk (*).  All donations are tax‐deductible. 

Contributions should be made payable to: The Miriam Foundation, 501 Bacon Ave., St. Louis, MO 63119 
We do our best to recognize donors accurately. If we have made an error, please contact Laura Derickson at 
314‐962‐6059 or lderickson@miriamfoundation.org. Thank you.
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The Miriam Foundation 
A voluntary membership 

organization committed to 
improving the quality of life 
for families challenged by 

disability or illness. 
Call (314) 962‐6059 for more 

information. 

The Miriam School 
An independent, nonprofit 

school serving children 
Pre‐K through grade 8 who 
exhibit learning disabilities, 

attention deficits, speech and 
language difficulties and 
fine/gross motor delays. 

Call (314) 968‐5225 for more 
information. 

Miriam Cancer Services 
Grants to cancer patients for 

items that improve their 
quality of life but are not 

covered by insurance. 
Call (314) 962‐6059 for more 

information. 

Miriam Switching Post 
Consignment and resale of 
antiques, collectibles and 

gently used furniture. 
Call (314) 646‐7737 for more 

information. 

Miriam Estate Sales 
Full range of services from 

empty‐outs to full estate sales. 
Call (314) 646‐7737 for more 

information. 

Visit Our Web Site 
www.miriamfoundation.org 

BARBARA & ARTHUR SILVER 
50 th Anniversary 
*Stanley & Ann Abrams (MS) 
*Jean Agatstein & Les Loewe (MS) 
*Mr. & Mrs. Lou Heyman (MS) 
*Tom & Carol Lasker (MS) 
*Mildred Lawless (MS) 
*Ellen Levinson (MS) 
*Betty & Thos Philipsborn (MS) 
*Don & Nancy Steele (MS) 
Gloria & Bill Thomas (MS) 
Andrew Thorp (MS) 
*Gerry & Judy Zafft (MS) 

BARBARA SILVER 
Honor 
*Lois & Robert Friedman (MS) 

BARBARA SILVER 
Thank You 
*Keke Solorzano Walker (MS) 

JERRY & BETSY STEINER 
25 th Wedding Anniversary 
Charlotte M. Brown (MS) 

JEANNE STOLAR 
Special Birthday 
*Martin Stolar (MS) 

DR. & MRS. MARVIN WALLICK 
60 th anniversary 
Juanita Yawitz (MS) 

HILLARY ZIMMERMAN & 
CHRISTOPHER HEBELER 
Marriage 
*Lewis & Jean Sachs (MS) 

Honors and Memorials, continued 

Everything but the Kitchen Sink 
Need to unload a lifetime of household goods? 

Call 314‐646‐7737 and let 
Miriam Estate Sales handle it for you. 

Miriam School 
students—Clockwise 
from upper left: 
Braeden Rowe, 
Charity Lockhart, 
Lynsi Alvey, Emily 
Schultz, Brooke 
Bialczak, Hunter 
Bickel, John Hoffman, 
Trevon Hoelzer
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